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hao How about religion? Does a priest come into the camp here 


or do you have a chapel here? 
Answer: No, we do not permit any of that. I had the local priest come 


to me and ask if he could come in here and give services, but I 
told hime to “get thechéll out" I said if we permitted one of then f 
to come in, all the other demominations and sects, and there are p 
| hundreds of them you know, would be demanding the privileges. The 

place wourc be a madhouse.e They would keep the men in a turmoil 
and of course, all of themwould be taking up collections, So I 
have laid down the policy that none of them can come in. Now if 

& man wants to go into twon Sunday morning to go to church there 


is nothing I can do to stop him. In fact the priest asked me if 


they could send transportation out to take the men into town and 
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’ I said to him, "go ahead, I don't give a damn." \ | 
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ANSWER : 


QUESTION : 


—— 
What is the Catholic church doing for the braceros? 


At the present time, so far as I know, the Catholic church has z 


assigned only five or six priests to work primarily with the 


braceros in Cd ifornias as a matter of fact, their assignment i 


to work with the Spanish speakigg, so they have to take care of 
& number of locals as well as nationals, 
Is anybody serving the Japanese workers as far as religion is 


concerned? 


So far as I know, most of them are presumably Budhists end there 


are very few Budhistax priests in California. 
I would like to say just a word concerning the religious life in 


nr 


my experience, the care that the braceros receive in this regard is 


largely up to the parish priest who is nearest to the cam, if he 
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has the time then the men are well served, but sometimes he doesn't 
] 


\ have the time. \ 
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We try to get priests to come into the camp here whenever we canes 


It is not always possibie. A few months ago the Bishop for this area, 


; Wide some missionaries here forxaixk awhile and they came into 5 i 


yery Sunday and the men, of course, were very happy about this and 
were wee The missionaries have now been transferred away from this area 


now howevers Soy about the best we can do now is to get Father Cosgrove 


o come in here from Azusa whenever he Can, put unfortunately this is not 
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regular. ## Ninety-eight per cent or so of these men are good EE 


ae Pea they don't have Mass here in camp, they like to go to the locay 
church, but, the problem there is that it is a very small church and cahi't 


accommodate all the townspeople pjus the men from the camp. | 


